Not Worth Comparing
Romans 8:18-27

| went shopping at the Super Store yesterday ®fitkt time since everything has been turned
upside down on account of the corona virus.
It was a bit of an odd experience trying to keefhe suggested six feet apart.
The line for the checkout was wrapped around therasle all the way back to the
dairy section which | would guess is about 50%hefperimeter of the store.
| am happy to report that most people seemed tvdtathe situation fairly
well with the exception of one.
When | arrived at the checkout after 40 minutelsm they only had
every other checkout open in order to create distéetween the
customers.
They had installed large Plexiglas shields to er@abarrier
between the cashier and the customers.
The employees were wearing latex gloves and some of
them had masks as well and | noticed some of the
customers doing the same.
They only let one person at a time to a till anelyth
had a hand wash/sanitize station set up at the door
for people to use as they came in and out of the
building.
What kept running through my mind was,
“This is different!” and it is likely to be this
way for a while.

If you have been out shopping or have watched ¢lesrat all then you know that this Corona
Virus/Covid 19 outbreak has gripped the world.
It has created enormous disruptions and it is irg@at good deal of anxiety for many
people for a variety of reasons.
Whether it is health or economics a great deakobfe are starting to experience
hardship in these days and so | thought that itldvba good to turn to the
scriptures to get some biblical perspective on whhappening in the world.

[Turn in your bibles with me to the book of Romarfisis morning we are going to turn our
hearts and minds whapter 8:18-27 We are reminded in these verses about theyredlit

living in a world full of sickness and death. libge these verses give us some important truths
for our present situation. They show us the goésising of belonging to Christ it times such

as this. Here is the first thing they show us...]

Point #1 — In Christ we have the perspective of ateity.
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In the chaos and turmoil of a fallen world whicheof causes suffering, we need to know
that it will all seem small in the never endinggeece of our Lord and Saviour.

Noticeverse 18.
This verse is only true for the Christian!
Suffering for the unbeliever will continue for etgy.
Most people over the last couple of weeks have domerms with how
fragile our lives are.
A microscopic virus has basically ground the wadd halt.
Many people have and will experience great painsaffiring
as a result of what is happening.
But no matter what may come to pass in the here and
now it is small in comparison to the eternal judgine
almighty God that comes to those who are deadeim th
sins.
These days are a poignant reminder of the
importance of considering your eternal destiny.

Much of the first part of the book of Romans teaakeof our need of Christ.
It teaches us about our great problem of disolge§aad.
It tells us that no amount of good works can eweetough to earn God’s favour.

It teaches us that being right with God happent&lily alone in the life

death and resurrection of Christ.
Now if you know that, if you have been born agayrilie work of the
Holy Spirit, then your eternal perspective on tiag of this life is
going to be radically different from the unbeliever

In Christ we are promised eternity with God whidh produce in us eternal joy where there
will be no more “death, or mourning, or crying oaip.” (Revelation 21).
In the first microsecond of eternity all of thislv\geem small no matter what may come.
Paul says here they are “not worth comparing vinehglory that will be revealed
In us.”
That is not to minimize the seriousness of suffgohthe present world.
These are serious times and for some of you thaptien of the
world is making a bad situation worse.
The point of this verse is not to trivialize ouffsuing it is to
maximize the glory of Christ.
We can see this illustrated to a lesser degrdeein t
experiences of this life.

[Remember Jacob in the book of Genesis. Remendveihk had to run away from home
because his brother wanted to kill him for cheahirg out of his birth right. He ends living
with a relative of his mother named Laban. Labiaeghim a job as a shepherd as Jacob
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agrees to work for seven years in order to masydaughter Rachel. The bible says that the
seven years seemed “like just a few days becausis tdve for her.” If you know about the

job of a shepherd then you know it was a toughajath seven years is a long time. The point is
not that it was an easy seven years, but thaeimed easy because he treasured his reward so
much.]

As Christians whenever we face hardship of any kiednust always keep in mind that it is
temporary.
We need to remember that when we enter into eyeafiitve have endured for Jesus’
sake in this life will fade instantly from our menes as we behold the glory of our Lord.
Are you struggling with fear and anxiety? Setiyound upon eternity.
Are you feeling helpless and alone? Know that Klegus is upon His
throne and if you trust in Him He will bring you #oplace where every tear
Is wiped away.
Do you feel like your world is slipping away fromoy? Stop trying to
hold on so tightly to the world and cling to Christ

[The hope of glory has to be on our minds whenidgatith things like our current situation.
But that is not the only thing we should keep imahi Here in another thing that we need to
remember...]

Point #2 — In Christ suffering has purpose.
The Bible repeatedly tells us to “rejoice” in dllngs even things like trials. That
command would be utterly senseless unless Goddstine trials we face for our greater
good.

The apostle Paul points to the very beginning eation to show this poinvérses 19-21).
We live in a world that is according to verse &3 been “subjected to frustration.”
Near the end of verse 20 is really important beeawss learn there that the creation
was “subjected to frustration” by a person.
There is no doubt that this is a reference to Gierg17-19.
There we read that God cursed the creation.
Here is the big question, “Why?”
Why did God curse His own creation?

We need to see this if we are going to have adaibliew of things like the coronavirus.
We need to see that God cursed the creation bechsm!
God who is completely holy cannot tolerate sin withconsequence.

For this reason he casts Adam and Eve away fronptesence and cursed

the earth which was made for them to enjoy forgdisy. This is why we

have sickness and death in the world today.
When we look on or personally experience sicknafgisng we
ought to be reminded of the horror of sin.
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What we are experiencing now is the reality of algvbving in
rebellion against God.
It is important to make clear that this is the pigture of
sickness and suffering and should never be ussid ito
judgment over any particular situation.
We can’t assume that the people getting sick and
dying from the coronavirus or any other disease
are worse than others.
We can simply say that sickness exists
because human beings generally speaking

show contempt for the splendor of the
LORD.

We need to see that if we are going to see Godjsoge for all of this.
Look there again at the end of verse 20 and Zhyi there that God subjected the
creation to the current state of thirf{gshope...”

God'’s intention for sickness is to show us the &wooff sin and our need for
forgiveness and restoration.

God would be totally just in wiping us all outam instant, but He doesn’t.
Instead He gives the world a taste of the consempuehsin calling us
to repentance and looking forward to the redempaifoall things.

While the unbeliever may grow in their hatred fayddn the
face of suffering the believer must resolve tottmghe good
purposes of God.
God has not left us in our rebellion against Hime, lrhs
changed our hearts given us a desire to rightesssared
has produced its fruit in our lives.
Therefore, the curse of this world no longer reigns
over us in death, but rather the trials of thie lif

serve to refine us as beloved children of the King
of Kings.

When Paul writes this he clearly has in mind enduihardship for the sake of Jesus.
That may come in the form of persecution, it magnean the form of making willful

sacrifices for the sake of the gospel, and it adgtancludes every hardship that is used
to conform us further into the image of Christ.

That last one is the one that relates to our ctigi&mation.
God intends the hardships we are facing to makearss like Jesus and if

that goal is achieved then any pain we endurese#im small in comparison
to that great and eternally precious result.

[A few years ago | attended the funeral of somdamerked with briefly for a couple of
summers when | was in college. At the funeraldrideabout how when he received a terminal
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diagnosis from his doctor he turned towards thellamrcepted Christ and began to passionately
seek after Him. If we assume that his conversiaa genuine and that he is now with Christ
forever, then do we not have to see his sickneba@ag an immeasurably good purpose? |If
he had died in a car accident or had a heart attaekould have been lost, but instead an illness
brought him to Christ.]

Believing in a Sovereign God Who has a good purfarsis people in all things is an act of
faith.
It is a faith that is based on good reason anckther some practical things that should
result from our trusting in the Lord.
First, we can look to the past.
Both in our own experience of walking with the Ladd seeing how He
deals with His people in the pages of scriptureimedms of His faithfulness.
Next, we can resolve to not waste our trials bltthe Lord to use
these things to make of more like Jesus.
Further, we can ask God to make Christ more predmour
sight than the things of this world and therefage sur current
trials as exchanging something of limited valuedomeone of
infinite worth.
The world in its present form will not remain fossy
God will one day ‘liberate’ His people and His drea
from “it's bondage to decay.”

[If we have the right perspective on sickness arffsng then we will rightly see it as
something that is not right in the world that wed¢o be rescued from. That leads us into
another important truth for times like this. Itviery easy to get comfortable with the condition
of the world, but moments like this tend to shakeut of our complacency. If we set our
minds on eternity, if we believe that God has gpse for all things, then we are on the right
track, but these next few verse also teach us that...

Point #3 — In Christ we must long for the end of sffiering.
We ought to have a deep desire to see the endkofesis and pain of all kinds.

Look with me averses 22-23.
Paul talks about waiting for the coming of Chrikel“groaning as in the pains of
childbirth.”
Why use that illustration?

Because God says in Genesis 3 that the pain af binth is the result of the
fall.

It is another reminder of the curse and when a woisi@xperiencing
that pain there is a strong desire for it to comart end.
And if at the end of the pain a mother gets to ln@dson or
daughter in her arms there is joy following thenpai



So there is a hope that the pain will result in stinmg
good but there is also a strong desire for the fmagome
to an end.

That is what Paul is getting at when he writesense 23 that we “groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly” for our redemption.
| have to confess that my heart’s longing to béhie Lord feels far too small!
| am far too tied to the things of this world.
| think many of us would like to hang around hengéillwe’ve gotten all we
can out of this life and then when we are no loriggrpy here we want to go
to heaven.
But these verses point us in a different direction!

There ought to be a deep longing for the brokenoé#isis world to be repaired.
Imagine what our lives would be like if we had saclonging for the coming of Christ
that this world lost its attraction.
That is the kind of perspective that helps us tagcer sin in our lives because the
things that sin has to offer become unattractiveesonsider our future glory
with God.
That is the kind of perspective that causes petopigve their lives to the
mission field to bring the gospel of Christ to pkowho have never heard.
It is the kind of perspective that causes peopferiget about keeping
up with the neighbors and strive to support thelaex missionaries
and church ministries.
It is the kind of perspective that when sicknessudfering
comes they are met with the peace and securitysaf@hope
in a future glory.

[We all know what it is like to look forward to s@thing. We look forward to birthdays, to
weddings, to anniversaries, to retirement, to vanaand to all kinds of other things. We say
things like | can’t wait until | get to go on vagat or until my birthday comes. We know what
it is to look forward to things.]

How much more should we look forward to Jesus’ ogfhi
| fear that many of us would be quite content teenthis world go on indefinitely if we
never had to experience anything bad.
| fear the absence of Jesus would bother us vighey i things in the world didn’t
cause us any pain.
But even if everything in our life is exactly thaywwe want then we should
still long for the coming of Christ, because tlsatar better.
This is what happens when we are born again. Pié §ives us a
longing for the coming of Christ that refuses tcshésfied by
anything else.




[Moments like the one we are in now make us lomgliem to come to an end. | suspect this
crisis will come to an end at some point but omgliag for Jesus’ return must never fade, but
must grow over time as we are able to treasurerdare and more. In these days let us
remember that in Christ there is hope, let’'s remamtiiat God has a purpose, and let us
increase in our longing for the end of all suffgrinThere is one more important point here that
we need to see. We need to see that...]

Point #4 — In Christ we depend on the Holy Spirit.
Going through hardship is not easy, but remembéiaistians we are not alone in our
struggles.[Verses 24-27]

Without a doubt we have a great hope of an amdnituge with Christ, but we are not there
yet.

In the mean time we still have to deal with all thiéiculties that this fallen world brings.
Verse 25says we wait for our future with Christ “patiently
That is hard to do especially when we are facimgpss trials.
It is hard not to worry and get upset and angry.
It is understandable to question our circumstamdesn they
are difficult.
Time like this reveal how frail we are as humamigsi

That is why | love what it says werse 26.
The Holy Spirit helps us beyond our own capacity.
When we don’'t know what to pray for or how to prihe Spirit steps in and
guides us along.
Notice the end o¥erse 27that the Spirit steps in for believers “in
accordance with God’s will.”
| said earlier that the Bible gives us the bigymetwhen it comes to
suffering/sickness.
We need to know that sickness is the result of dditbat has
fallen into sin, that God intends the terrible tyadf suffering
to drive us to Him for the solution, and God wanégo long
for the end of suffering.
That is the big picture of God’s desire for thitige
sickness, but what about our individual circumsgss?c
Paul speaks to that here.

If I am understanding verses 25-27 rightly hereytaee telling us about what God is saying
about the details of individual circumstances.
He is saying to His people, “Trust Me.”
We need to understand that God sees things wetdo
Therefore He does things and allows things to hapipat we would not.




But we are not left alone with our struggles.
We are not left alone when we don’t know what tkenaf
what is happening in our lives.
In those moments the Holy Spirit ministers on oenddf
and helps us desire God'’s will and not our own.

[Imagine being blind folded and in a place thétlied with dangerous obstacles. If you move
you may end up running into a wall or you may epdalling off of ledge. Now imagine you
also have a faithful friend with you who is not wieg a blind fold. What you would need to
do most in that moment is trust your friend.]

Who is more faithful than the Holy Spirit livingtime heart of God’s people who have been
purchased by the precious blood of Christ?
We can trust that the Lord will lead us and careus in times of trial.
We may not know what to do, we may not even know tmpray, but we can
trust that the Holy Spirit is at work in these tsne
| want that in my life. | want to keep in mind thig picture and | want to
trust God with the details.
| want to glorify God in all the circumstances of hfe so that no
matter what | am going through people around meldveee His
goodness they would see that there is hope irfatén world and
that hope comes through faith in Jesus Christ.
In these days let's keep an eternal perspective.
Let’'s remember that God has a good purpose for His
people in everything.
Let’s long for the coming of Christ.
And let’s depend on the work of the Holy
Spirit to see us through.




